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ABSTRACT

In recent fifteen years, female graduates fostered by navigational education
system increase every year in Taiwan. But, owing to the gendered stereotype still
prevails on the Taiwanese seafaring as well as the recession of the whole national
seafaring in Taiwan, there are, therefore, still many difficulties in front of female
navigational students’ seafaring paths. However, women seafarers are an
under-recognized resource and, if utilized, could fill labor shortages in the industry,
both in sea-going positions and in marine positions ashore that require sea-going
experience. Thus, this study focused on female navigational students using
hierarchical regression analysis to explore the influence mechanism of their
seafaring choices. Results revealed that “pay”, “specific nature”, “intrinsic desire”
and “social context” have significant effects upon female navigational students’
motivation to choose seafaring. In addition, if these female navigational students hold
more perception of improving their family livelihood, they would have higher
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motivation to choose seafaring. That is, results of this study imply that female
navigational students who could identify themselves with the specific nature of
seafaring would be more possible to choose seafaring in future.

Keywords: Female Navigation Students, Women Seafarers, Motivation to choose
seafaring
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