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Examining the Amendments of ROC Maritime Law
Governing Carriage of Goods by Sea based on
the Rotterdam Rules
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Abstract

The carriage of goods by sea in ROC Maritime Law was amended in

1999 based on the 1968 Hague-Visby Rules. But newly shipping practices in
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international trades emerge in recent years, including door-to-door multimode

service, the safety and efficiency requirement of maritime transport, and the use of

electronic transport documents. The Rotterdam Rules are then proposed to provide

uniform rules for promoting international trades and maritime transport. Based on

the changes of these shipping practices, this paper discusses the applicability of

the relevant contents in the Rotterdam Rules and compares the Rules with ROC

Maritime Law. These issues include the scope of the Rules, and the statutory

obligations, exceptions, and limitation of carriers' liability. Several suggestions for

the amendments of ROC Maritime Law are provided.
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