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Forecasting on the Discussion of the Suitability of Future Crew Configuration
after Maritime Autonomous Surface Ship Enters Degree Two
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Abstract

The development of Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS), also known as
unmanned ships, has garnered significant attention. The ship basically could be
categorized into four technical levels of autonomy. Some experts believe that the crew

members will not be replaced by artificial intelligence (Al). This article through literature
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review, internet information, and International Maritime Organization documents, and

make reasonable predictions on the issue of manning on board in a practical direction.

Now two-department configuration of ships will present a new type of three-team.

Authorities should start thinking about the competency and corresponding training of

national seafarers in the future. Although all parties point out that above technology will

be stagnant for a long time after it enters degree two, and it is still unpredictable when it

will be used on a large scale in the shipping industry, but it is not impossible to enter the

degree three.
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