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Abstract

In the past, the issue of ship collision was strongly related to human factors, and the
allocation of responsibility for the collision was related to the fault of the crew. With

technology's continuous advancement and development, unmanned vessels have become
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increasingly extensive, and the limitation that ships need to be manned on board has
gradually disappeared. To respond to the changes brought by the unmanned vessel to the
ship collision liability issue, this paper will focus on the Degree 3 remote-controlled
vessel and the Degree 4 autonomous unmanned vessel as the focus and analyze the
following three issues. Firstly, can the unmanned vessel comply with the existing
COLREGs Rules? Secondly, is establishing and allocating collision liability for
unmanned vessels still based on fault liability? Finally, the issue to resolve would be to
determine to whom the liability attaches, and whether the new parties will affect the

traditional overarching liability position assumed by the shipowner.
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° International Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules with Respect to Collisions Between Vessels, Adopted 23
September 1910.

¢ Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, adopted 20 October 1972, 1050 U.N.T.S 16.
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vessels are in fault, the liability of each vessel is in proportion
to the degree of the faults respectively committed. Provided
that if, having regard to the circumstances, it is not possible to
establish the degree of the respective faults, or if it appears
that the faults are equal, the liability is apportioned equally."
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caused by the fault of one of the vessels, liability to make good
the damages attaches to the one which has committed the
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3 Brussel Collision Convention art. 4, supra note 31.
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46 Brussel Collision Convention art. 10 "Without prejudice to
any Conventions which may hereafter be made, the provisions
of this Convention do not affect in any way the law in force in
each country with regard to the limitation of shipowners'
liability, nor do they affect the legal obligations arising from
contracts of carriage or from any other contracts."
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