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Abstract

The force of shippers and carriers were in the competition for hundreds of
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years, since the Harter Act in 1893, the Hague Rules in 1924, the Hague-Visby
Rules in 1968, the Hamburg Rules in 1978, and the Rotterdam Rules in 2009. To
the trend of marine cargo transportation development, the legislative approach of
the priority of shipper’s or carrier’s benefit has played a decisive role in global
shipping markets. This article is analyzed by the process of legislation explained
to the unification of international conventions and the background of liabilities of
marine cargo carriers. It is shown that under the impact of doctrine of contract
freedom, the carrier’s absolute liabilities have been turned into relative liabilities
gradually. Obviously, the mixing legislative approach among the international
conventions is the main way to fit for the benefit of countries and efficiency of
shipping markets. We believe that the legislative approach to liabilities of marine
cargo carriers is neither one-way nor straight-way process. It swings like a
pendulum under the influence of shippers and carriers, and the amplitude seems to

be less and less.
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