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A Study on the Carrier’s Liability of the Amphibious Vehicle in Taiwan
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Abstract

Amphibious vehicles (named as “Duck Boats” ) are used by Kaohsiung City
to transport passengers over land and water in promoting the city’s sightseeing
attractions. These vehicles in the form of both vehicle and craft provide passengers
with the special experiences of being in and out of water. However, there was an

accident related to the same kind of vehicles in the U.S., but there is no existing
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literature that investigated the liability of such carrier. The current study reviews

the operation of the Duck Boats in Kaohsiung City and the foreign cases of vehicle

accidents and clarifies the definition of amphibious vehicle passenger transport

contract. The main purpose is to investigate the carrier liability of such vehicles in

Taiwan. The results show that Duck Boats are not the vessels defined in Maritime

Law and the carrier liability should be subject to the Civil Law. As a result, the

carrier is liable to normal incident in Civil Law which is stricter than the liability of

passenger transport in Maritime Law.

Keywords: Amphibious vehicle, Duck boat, Passenger transport, Carrier’s liability

]
Ol

D

BE & ARy D - BN RAETE K
HEZ WS - SR REEE L E SR E
i+ BOCEZERPLHWRE - BR 7B LW
RGBS » SEFEAR » i EARHETEDEhEE
RERRESR » ARLASEEE - T AROEE ~
VSRR A B A B i S e Bk
RS - Hrp o SRR E A TOKBERY
FH . (Duck Tour) ; JREH— - th/KEERIH
i Fy 7K B WA F 3 EL (Amphibious Vehicle)
o & 78 W HE d 2 (Amphibian) - 2 — &S
BT - [ L PR L 2 R
> BERI TR ARER b o ORI T A /K
B kR R © o KB AR R
KA FLRERIRF SEEEAE Fofifs b 58 il B A Bk

&8

Y& S el < M PR R - HhSEEI
T R HOE AR B & - R*Z
GEEE© o hAh - K R D E B AR 2
B A m P HR - B R
P& I - H-R AT R " DUKW | (United
States Coast Guard, 2012) » |ff " DUKW  Eil
WS+ " DUCK J 3§ EAHE » AR sk [HE L
A 7K (62 i 3 L 208 e SO o ik i s RS
Eam Ry TR ) o R A TR
LB » AIERERTERY - S (2
By R e A B 8% - R RENEA AT
JRKTH » LA E R R R T =2
& e LA A — S — DX A s Y B
B - FEH e 2 A R B I T D
AR R R T A SRS ~ SRR
SCBGRIRR BB - AT DAET 2 B R AN 9L Bl A

© An amphibious vehicle (or simply amphibian), is a vehicle or craft, that is a means of transport, viable on land as
well as on water. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphibious_vehicle (accessed 11 Mach, 2013) ©
° http://epage khbus.gov.tw/ezfiles/0/1000/img/3/index.html (accessed 11 Mach, 2013) ©
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© Both parties are claiming that under an archaic 1851 Federal maritime limitation of liability law, their total liability
should be capped at the value of the vessels involved in the accident. K-Sea estimates the value of the tug at $1.65
million, and Ride the Ducks asserts $150,000 in total liability based on the value of the salvaged duck boat. http://
www.smbb.com/media-center/news/federal-trial-begins-in-fatal-duck-boat-disaster ( B {5 F P * 03/11/2013) °
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